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In recent years, the present article offering data on the activity of 
Revista Española de Cardiología (REC) has been published in the 
journal’s December issue.1-6 However, due to the editorial production 
schedule, we cannot collate final data for the calendar year in 
December; therefore, to date the figures given have been a pro-rata 
estimate for 12 months based on the first 9 months of the year. The 
editors believe we can offer a more precise review if we use real end-
of-year figures, and so our review of 2012 is being published in the 
March 2013 issue. We will continue this practice in the coming years. 
As is customary, REC activity, bibliometric indexes, and new projects 
were presented and fully debated at the annual meeting of the 
Editorial Committee and, more briefly, at the Spanish Society of 
Cardiology (SEC) Annual General Meeting held in October 2012 in 
Seville on the occasion of the society’s National Congress on 
Cardiovascular Diseases.

In our review of 2012, we must also report changes REC has 
introduced so that despite the grave economic crisis affecting Spain, 
which has affected SEC too, the journal remains nationally and 
internationally competitive despite budget cuts of nearly 25%, 
publishing contents of scientific interest, and advancing on the 
electronic front—the direction in which all scientific journals are 
moving.

NEW PROJECTS IN 2012

New Editorial Projects

Ahead of Print

Our new initiatives for 2012, announced in 2011, were to change 
“Brief reports” to “Scientific letters” and start “ahead of print” (AOP) 
publication, which began in the final quarter of 2011. 

Changing the 3 “Brief reports” we used to publish into 6 “Scientific 
letters” has meant we can publish more, in a format that differs from 
the scientific article as it has a limitation on the number of words and 
references, and there is no abstract. This shorter format enables 
authors to communicate more directly on series and initial research 
findings that will probably lead to more detailed future studies. Other 
prestigious publications in the cardiovascular field also have adopted 

the publication of “Scientific letters” and we are convinced this 
initiative favors authors.

AOP publication may perhaps be the most important initiative 
REC has undertaken in recent years. The changes in the production 
of REC begun in 2011, and the modernization of the website, mean 
articles accepted for publication appear in electronic format long 
before they can be included in a regular issue of the journal. These 
publications, now used by most journals of prestige, are accompanied 
by a DOI (digital object identifier). This identification number for 
each article means it can be cited from the moment it is published 
online. The backlog of articles accepted but pending publication has 
now disappeared.6 Since this initiative began, REC has published 
140 AOP original articles and the time lapse from acceptance to AOP 
publication is 67 working days; approximately 2 months pass 
between online publication and appearing in a regular issue. 

Moreover, our online publications are now fully bilingual, so the 
presence of articles in Spanish and English 2 months after receiving 
pdf approval from PubMed is now a reality. This constitutes one of the 
best services REC has initiated to improve its attention to authors. The 
imact of AOP article citability and the repercussion of these 
publications on the impact factor (IF) are a bibliometric issue that we 
are studying. They should produce positive results as AOP publication 
substantially raises the number of “citable” articles and lengthens the 
life of an article prior to its appearance in paper format.

Simultaneous Journal in English. Bilingual Journal

As we announced in 2011,6 the bilingual edition of REC is a fully 
established reality. This represents another landmark for the journal 
that ensures the internationalization of its scheduled, simultaneous 
publication in Spanish and English, meticulously revised in both 
languages. This was reflected spontaneously by PubMed, which now 
classifies REC as a bilingual journal, an uncommon recognition 
among scientific journals in Spanish. We are working to be 
recognized and classified as a bilingual journal in other databases, 
such as in ScienceDirect. In this respect, we would like to highlight 
the good work of the translators and the commitment of copy 
editors Elaine Lilly, Dominick Angiolillo, and Gail Craigie, who have 
managed to produce an excellent English-language edition.
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Editor’s Pick

In each issue, the editor chooses to comment on one original 
article on the basis of its scientific or practical relevance. In 2012, 
this article has been highlighted on the web page and commented in 
the editor’s blog. From 2013, with the proposed boost to the REC 
website as a documentary and educational platform, these articles 
will be accompanied by a video and be freely available during the 
6-month embargo (see details below).

Innovations in Production 

As we said initially, REC’s budget has been cut and this has forced 
us to make a series of changes which we now detail.

• Reduced print run (Spanish edition; English publication is 
electronic only). Those members and subscribers who, when give the 
opportunity to do so, asked to receive REC in paper format will 
continue to do so. However, interns who receive REC free of charge 
will only have access to the electronic edition (they are, after all, 
“digital natives” par excellance), as will new subscribers. We would 
like to take this opportunity to ask all members and subscribers who 
no longer wish to receive REC in paper format to please notify us. 

• Publication of the special issues “Relevant problems in cardiology” 
and “Current topics” will cease. However, publication of “Current 
topics” articles has been converted into 6 special articles to appear in 
the first semester of each year, 2 in each issue. We have commissioned 
these 6 articles from the individuals responsible for the 6 fields of 
interest defined in the SEC Strategic Plan, which brings together the 
different scientific sections. 

• Special issue on the Congress on Cardiovascular Diseases will 
only be published in electronic format (pdf and html), which 
will facilitate searching for abstracts by author or title using the 
website’s advanced search engine. Our objective is to publish this 
online in advance of the SEC National Congress. We are also 
considering whether or not to digitalize earlier issues so they can 
appear in the new format. This issue will appear in CD format if 
specific financial support becomes available.

• Black and white publication. Since September 2012, the paper 
format journal is published in black and white only, although the 
electronic version is in full color. Figures will be printed in color if 
authors wish to bear the cost. 

• Embargo on the paper format publication. To raise income, and 
like almost all scientific society journals, in the first 6 months after 
publication in paper format, articles will only be available to non-
subscribers upon payment. In no way will this affect members of SEC 
or non-member subscribers, who will have an access code to enable 
download of articles in electronic format at no extra cost. This 
measure will come into effect in the first quarter of 2013. However, 
these articles will have been available without any limitation from 
their AOP appearance until they form part of an issue of REC. 
Moreover, each issue will include one original article (the “Editor’s 
pick” article) and the accompanying editorial that will be freely 
available during the 6-month embargo. In addition, “Scientific letters” 
and “Images in cardiology” will be freely available.

MANUSCRIPT MANAGEMENT, PUBLICATION TIMES, 

AND BIBLIOMETRIC INDICES

In 2012 we received a total of 670 articles. Of these, 26% were 
submitted in English and 16% were sent in by non-Spanish authors, 
most of whom were European. Of the 278 original articles, 15% were 
accepted for publication; a further 222 manuscripts were scientific 
letters and 21% were accepted. In 2012, in paper format, we 
published 67 original articles, 72 scientific letters, and 12 images in 
cardiology.

Publication Times

The entire editorial team is convinced that REC publication times 
represent an index of quality and a factor that is highly valued by 
authors. Since we took office, we have striven to reduce them and are 
pleased to share this year’s results, which appear in Figure 1. Each 
column is divided into 3 components: the lower segment is the time 
the REC office takes to assign an article to an associate editor; the 
middle segment is the time the editor takes to decide if the article is 
of interest to REC and assign it to external reviewers; the upper part 
indicates how long reviewers take to send in their comments and the 
editor takes to make a decision. These good results are the sum of 
excellent work on the part of the REC administration, editorial team, 
and reviewers. Without the commitment of each of these groups, we 
would not have been able to cut the editorial decision-making process 
by 9 days in only 3 years. We would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate everyone who has made this possible. We are convinced 
that authors are grateful for this agility in managing their manuscripts 
and consider it a sign of our respect for their research, which takes so 
much effort. Of course, these times are competitive and are similar to 
those of the most prestigious cardiovascular journals. To ensure 
authors are fully informed about the publication process affecting 
their articles, since June 2012 we have been sending follow-up letters 
to the corresponding authors to inform them in real-time about the 
production process and approximate publication dates for their 
articles.

Bibliometric Indexes 

As is customary, in June 2012 the ISI (Institute of Scientific 
Information), through the JCR (Journal of Citation Reports), awarded REC 
its IF, which this year was 2.530. This figure reflects the citations 
received in 2011 of articles published in 2009 and 2010. This year, the IF 
for REC improved notably after the indexation problems of the previous 
year, which we duly reported in the corresponding “Editor’s page”.6 
This IF means REC remains comfortably placed in the second quartile of 
IF-rated cardiovascular journals, despite the fact that the number 
of these journals never ceases to grow. The IF list for 2011 included 
117 journals, vs the 114 in the list for 2010 and 95 in the list for 2009. 
Much of this growth is due to the appearance of new journals as 
offshoots of major cardiovascular journals like Circulation,7 the Journal 

of the American College of Cardiology,8 or the European Heart Journal.9

One important aspect of citations quality is the number of citations 
in external journals. In this respect too, the evolution of REC is positive 
as the IF has increased in parallel with the number of external 
citations—a measure of the interest generated by the articles we 
publish. Figure 2 shows how external citations have progressed over 
time, and year-on-year growth is clearly significant. In this sense, at 
REC we have a proactive approach to SEC members who cite relevant 
articles in REC when they publish in other journals. At the SEC 
National Congress we reminded scientific section members of the 
importance of external citations when these are relevant.

In addition to the IF, other bibliometric indexes are used to measure 
and compare scientific journals. One of these is the SCImago index, 
which bases its analysis on publications included in Scopus, the 
Elsevier B.V. database that includes both publications indexed in 
PubMed and others that are not. According to SCImago, REC has an 
index of 0.489 and is ranked first among Spanish cardiovascular 
journals, in the second quartile. Finally, REC is the Spanish journal 
with the highest IF in the Web of Knowledge.

REVIEWERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

As we said in the previous section, the work of our reviewers is 
fundamental in assessing manuscripts and we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of them for their dedication, enthusiasm, 
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effort, and loyalty. Their contribution continues to be rewarded in the 
form of SEC continuous education credit hours. When we began our 
term as editors, we committed ourselves to sending every reviewer 
their personal statistics in January of each year. These include the 
number of articles reviewed, their mean review time, and for 
comparison the overall mean for the journal. Figure 1 shows that 
review times have fallen and that we have achieved the objective we 

set the editorial committee of reviewing articles in under 2 weeks. 
However, some reviewers’ work-rates always stand out above the 
mean and we recognize this by designating them as elite reviewers 
(Table 1). This takes account of the number of articles reviewed in a 
year, the types of article, and their mean review time. Special mention 
is due to Juan Quiles, who has been the top elite reviewer since the 
start of this initiative.3-6 Congratulations on your excellent work!
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Another special mention is due to those contributors who 
occasionally help review articles, without actually being members 
of the editorial committee. We are grateful for the time and effort 
dedicated to REC by all those named in Table 2. Some of these, for 
their dedication, scientific knowledge, and the interest shown, 
have been elected as members of the editorial committee for the 
next 3 years (Table 3), leading to a partial renewal of the committee. 
Contributors who join the editorial committee are elected on the 
basis of the number, quality, and response time of the reviews they 
undertake. We hope to continue to be able to rely on their 
invaluable help now that they will enjoy some much-deserved 
recognition. 

WEB PAGE

The REC website (www.revespcardiol.org) was completely 
redesigned in 2011, is fully bilingual and has functioned perfectly 
throughout 2012. On the website we list AOP articles in html and pdf 
format. It is the electronic repository of the journal, all supplements, 
and special issues. One innovation in 2012 was the extension of author 
and keyword searches to the special issue with abstracts of the 
presentations made at the SEC National Congress (in Seville). 
Subsequently, this information and that of future conferences will be 
transferred to the website’s general search engine. This will help users 
locate abstracts—especially after 2012 when publication in paper 
format will cease. We send out a monthly electronic index in Spanish 
and English that reaches approximately 100 000 users. This is well-
received and is on a par with other similar indexes.

The website blog (http:// blog.revespcardiol.org /) has been very 
active. Each month we comment on the article picked by the editor 
responsible (Pablo Avanzas). We also upload comments on articles by 
Spanish authors published in other prestigious journals and on 
preliminary abstracts from 3 international conferences (the American 
College of  Cardiology ,  European Cardiology Society,  and 
American Heart Association). Measures of activity in terms of site 
visits and pdf downloads, both in Spanish and English, indicate the 
page is dynamic and generates interest, and that specific activities 
such as conferences generate peaks of activity.

The website home page also hosts information on all those 
additional activities we conduct together with other groups of editors. 
Users can consult all the national Ibero-American cardiology journals 
and the journals of the national societies of the European Cardiology 
Society group of editors, with first class teaching materials in the form 
of ALMANAC, which Heart cedes to all journals in the group. Finally, 
but of great importance, the website also hosts the “Update” section 
and a link for users to obtain credits for this educational activity (see 
below).

The projected iPad application has been put on hold but we hope it 
will come into being in 2013.

PRIZES FOR BEST ARTICLES

This year, for the first time, the SEC prizes for the best articles 
received no financial reward due to the aforementioned budget 
adjustments. They did however receive recognition in the form of a 
diploma whereas the scientific sections’s prizes continued to receive 
a financial reward.

Table 4 shows the full list of prize-winning articles in each 
category. We want to stress that this year the first prize for articles 
published in REC was awarded ex aequo to Rodríguez-Mañero et al. 
and Falces et al.; the second prize for the article with most mid-term 
citations was shared by Bertomeu et al., Miró et al., and Gonzalo et al.; 
and the second prize awarded by Izasa for publications in 
interventional cardiology was also shared.

SUPPLEMENTS, SPECIAL ISSUES, SPECIAL ARTICLES, 

AND REGISTRIES

Under the title Revista Española de Cardiología – Suplementos, 
7 supplements have been produced in 2012. Four of these were 
published in 201210-35 and the others will appear in the first quarter of 
2013 as a strategic decision on the part of the sponsors. These are: 
“Sudden Death”, “Anticoagulant and Antiplatelet Therapy”, and 
“Advances in Oral Anticoagulation Therapy: The Role of Rivaroxaban”. 
For the first time, Revista Española de Cardiología – Suplementos this 
year received a SCImago index score of 0.135, in the third quartile of 
SCImago-listed journals. Our application for an ISI IF score for this 
title was submitted in 2009 and we hope to receive a response in the 
coming years.

As in previous years, but for the last time (see “Innovations in 
Production”), 2 special issues were published: “Current Topics” and 
“Relevant Problems in Cardiology”. “Current Topics”36-46 was published 
in January 2012 and contained 11 articles. It reviews innovations from 
the previous year and was commissioned from the SEC scientific 
sections. 

In May, we published the 5 articles that correspond to presentations 
made at the American Heart Association conference held in November 
2011 in Orlando (Florida, United States), in the SEC/Inter-American 
Society of Cardiology joint session.47-51

The scientific sections that have registries of activity again 
published their data in the October through December issues.52-56 
These publications are extremely important because they are a 
faithful reflection of healthcare reality and one of the few reliable 
sources on this activity. One example that demonstrates their 
importance is the fact that based on the number of primary 
angioplasty procedures conducted in each autonomous region of 
Spain, substantial changes have been made in attending myocardial 
infarction. The inexplicable difference between the number of 
primary angioplasty procedures per million inhabitants, together 
with clinical practice guidelines, led regional healthcare authorities 
to rethink their strategies and create regional networks to attend 
myocardial infarction,57-67 partly thanks to data from these 
registries.68-70 

Also in 2012, summaries of the “Late Breaking Clinical Trials” and 
“Hot Sessions” from the 3 major international cardiology conferences—
the American Heart Association,71 American College of Cardiology,72 
and European Cardiology Society—have been published.73 As in the 
previous year, all data and figures are published on the website and in 
the editor’s blog almost at the same time as the conference 
presentation. Hard-copy publication is delayed by the normal 
3 months—the time needed to produce a paper edition. 

A further innovation in 2012 was the publication of SEC 
commentaries on each of the European Cardiology Society guidelines 

Table 1

Elite Reviewers

Juan Quiles

Luciano Consuegra

Ramón López-Palop

Armando Pérez de Prado

Juan Cosín-Sales

Jacobo Silva Guisasola

Fernando Alfonso

José M. de la Torre Hernández

Miguel A. Arias

M. Isabel Coma
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translated into Spanish.74 The 5 publications dealt with treatment of 
cardiovascular disease during pregnancy,75,76 diagnosis and 
treatment of peripheral arterial disease,77,78 management of acute 
coronary syndrome in patients without persistent ST-segment 
elevation,79,80 prevention of cardiovascular disease in daily clinical 

practice,81,82 and diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic heart 
failure.83,84

Finally, we must mention REC’s 2 annual educational series: 
“Update”, in 2012 dedicated to arrhythmias with contributions from 
major authorities of worldwide renown85-96; and “Focus”, a series of 

Table 2

List of Contributors

Harry Acquatella

Arístides de Alarcón

Josep María Alegret

Carlos Almería Valera

Fernando Antoñanzas Villar

Miguel A. Arias

Pedro Armario

Joaquín Barba Cosials

Joan Albert Barberà

Vicente Barriales

Vivencio Barrios Alonso

Antonio José Barros Membrilla

Begoña Benito

Alberto Berenguer

J. Ramón de Berrazueta Fernández

Antonio Berruezo

Rafael Bonfante Cabarcas

Ramón Bover Freire

Ramon Brugada Terradellas

Jorge Bruguera Cortada

David Calvo

Victoria Cañadas Godoy

José Antonio Carbonell Di Mola

Montserrat Cardona

Manuel Carnero Alcázar

José A. Casasnovas Lenguas

Juan Carlos Castillo Domínguez

Mario Cazzaniga Bullón

Ángel Chamorro

Fernando Civeira Murillo

Antonio Coca

Alberto Cordero

Eliecer Coto

Ignacio Cruz-Gonzalez

Regina Dalmau

Jesus M. de la Hera

Raquel del Valle Fernández

Victoria Delgado

Laura Dominguez Perez

Alberto Domínguez Rodríguez

Laura Dos Subirá

Javier Escaned

Carlos Escobar Cervantes

Lorenzo Fácila

Jaime Fernández de Bobadilla Osorio

Covadonga Fernández-Golfín Lobán

Carlos Fernández-Palomeque

Jose Francisco Forteza Alberti

Pablo García-Pavía

Antonio Garcia-Quintana

Paloma Gastelurrutia Soto

Juan R. Gimeno  Blanes

Álvaro González Rocafort

Teresa Gonzàlez-Alujas

Nieves Gonzalo López

Table 2

List of Contributors (continuation)

Ángel Grande Ruiz

José M. Guía Torrent

Javier Hortal Iglesias

Manuel F. Jiménez Navarro

Pilar Jiménez Quevedo

Javier Jiménez-Candil

Adnan Kastrati

Francisca Lago Paz

Mariano Larman-Tellechea

Vicenta Llorente

Teresa Lopez Fernandez

José López Haldón

María López-Gil

Jose Lopez-Sendon Moreno

Iñigo Lozano Martínez-Luengas

María Luaces Méndez

Emilio Luengo-Fernandez

Patricia Mahía Casado

Nicolás Manito Lorite

María Martín Fernández

Miguel A. Martínez-González

Pilar Mazón Ramos

Dolores Mesa Rubio

José Montiel Serrano

Pedro Morillas Blasco

Antonio J. Muñoz-García

Iván Javier Núñez Gil

Jordi Ordonez-Llanos

Marta Ortega Molina

Isaac Pascual

Domingo Andres Pascual-Figal

Armando Pérez de Prado

Esther Pérez-David

Jesús C. Peteiro Vázquez

Eduardo Pinar Bermúdez

José Luis Pinto Prades

Juan C. Plana

Manuel Rey Pérez

Vicente Riambau

Santi Roura

José M. Rubín López

Juan Miguel Ruiz-Nodar

Adriana Saltijeral Cerezo

Violeta Sánchez

Damián Sánchez Quintana

Susana Sans Menéndez

Ernesto Santos

José Ricardo Serra Grima

Lorenzo Silva-Melchor

Alex Soriano

Alberto Tejedor Jorge

Eliseo Vañó Galván

David Vivas

Elisabet Zamora
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4 articles dedicated this past year to approaching more theoretical 
aspects of healthcare management,97-100 a highly important issue that 
few professionals have had the opportunity to learn about, and one 
which is currently much needed. The series was directed and written 
by lecturers from the ESADE Business and Law School and we wish to 
take this opportunity to thank them for their excellent work.

Credit hours will be awarded for “Update” 2012 and can be 
obtained by using the form available on the website from March 
2013.

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE Revista Española de Cardiología

As is customary, in 2012 the following training events took place:

Casa del Corazón Course 

The fourth edition of “The scientific article: from the author to the 
reader” was held on 13 April at the Casa del Corazón, in Madrid. As in 
previous years, it included theoretical sessions and ended with a 
workshop on ethical issues in publication. Attendance was outstanding 
and the course was highly appreciated by the participants. It will be 
repeated in 2013 but as an extramural course organized together with 
the Societat Catalana de Cardiologia and held in Barcelona. The editors 
wish to thank Astra Zeneca for the unconditional grants they have 
offered for all editions of the course and Bayer for that provided in 
2012. Their support has enabled us to establish this course as a 
tradition in SEC’s continuous education program.

Workshop at the Spanish Society of Cardiology Conference 

At the conference in Seville a second edition of the workshop 
“What you should know before writing a scientific article” took place, 
attended by a total of 26 people and receiving a mean feedback score 
of 8.93, indicating it continues to be of great interest to conference 
participants.

“Best Articles in Revista Española de Cardiología” Session

For the third consecutive year we presented the editors’ choice of 
the 4 best articles published in 2011: Azocar et al.101 commented by 
Dr. Ángel Moya, Rodríguez-Palomares et al.102 commented by Dr. Jordi 

Estornell, Rodríguez-Leo et al.103 commented by Dr. Román Lezáun, 
and Baena-Díez et al.104 commented by Dr. Ignacio Ferreira. This 
session is public recognition of the authors’ work and a forum in 
which to disseminate the articles and REC to conference participants. 
As in previous sessions, attendance was noteworthy. This year, the 
authors had the opportunity to respond to the experts’ comments.

For 2013, we are planning to collaborate in this session with the 
European Heart Journal. Hence, it will be a meeting point between 
2 journals from different contexts bringing excellent published 
research from both journals to conference participants.

OTHER INITIATIVES

We are pleased to be able to inform readers that the document on 
Conflicts of Interest we presented on the “Editor’s page” last year is 
now in general use, as occurs in all cardiovascular journals.105 The 
advantage is that it can be saved in electronic format and updated 
whenever necessary. This means we can keep it up to date and it can 
be used as a model by other journals. As editors, we limit ourselves to 
passing on to readers the information authors submit; the author’s 
integrity and the reader’s criteria should be sufficient to establish 
whether a given publication contains any bias that might detract from 
its credibility. 

We remain highly attentive to the fulfillment of the ethical 
requirements of scientific publication.106 As we said elsewhere, issues 
of authorship are increasingly relevant and have been a source of 
conflict in some recent cases. The use of electronic tools (eg, 
iThenticate) to determine the literal copying of whole paragraphs is 
of great help and is used in REC when feasible. The journal is a 
member of the COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics), an 
organization that studies the ethical issues of publication and 
research. As well as a forum for debate, COPE constitutes a source of 
learning for editors and reviewers as it establishes general guidelines 
to act in questions that are ethically problematic and even provides 
ad-hoc advice on managing specific cases of bad practice.

Unfortunately, despite all the information and education the 
editors receive about ethics, cases of malpractice continue to be 
described in prestigious journals.107,108 Some have been extremely 
difficult to discern and falsified e-mail messages from reviewers at 
the request of authors and sent to the authors themselves have been 
identified.109 Nonetheless, the process of publication continues to be 
based on mutual trust between editor and author. This, and “fair 
play”, should guide all authors. The editors believe that education on 
this issue is highly important and they dedicate their time to this task. 
The editors are available to authors to discuss any issues arising 
during the writing of manuscripts and at the time of their 
submission.

Joint Initiatives With Other Editorial Groups

• Editors network (European Cardiology Society). This group of 
editors meets annually during the European Cardiology Society 
conference. In 2012, the meeting was in Munich, Germany, and 
various agreements were reached: a) to continue publishing for one 
more year on our website the series of 5 continuous education articles 
published by Heart and written by authors of recognized prestige; b) 
a group of English-language content journals has been selected to be 
made accessible via the European Cardiology Society website search 
engine (http://www.escardio.org)110; REC is one of the first 5 in this 
group, which is excellent news as it will undoubtedly increase REC’s 
visibility, especially in the English-speaking world, since this portal 
has a high number of visits, and c) joint publication on ethical issues 
of publishing.106

• HEART (Heart Editors Action Round Table) Group. With this 
editors group we have worked on a short article highlighting the 
importance of using vocabulary appropriate to the objectives and 

Table 3

List of Contributors who Have now Joined the Revista Española de Cardiología 
Editorial Committee

Josep M. Alegret

Antonio Berruezo

David Calvo

Montserrat Cardona

Manuel Carnero

Alberto Cordero

Victoria Delgado

Alberto Domínguez

Covadonga Fernández-Golfín

José López-Haldón

María Luaces

María Martín Fernández

Pedro Morillas

Iván Núñez-Gil

Jesús Peteiro

Juan M. Ruiz-Nodar
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results of the studies that are published. The editors wholeheartedly 
encourage authors to study this article to improve their descriptions 
of results.111

• RCVIB (Revistas Cardiovasculares Iberoamericanas). The group of 
Ibero-American editors meets annually, coinciding with the American 
College of Cardiology meeting, and discusses issues of interest to their 
journals, most of which are not indexed. Several initiatives have arisen 
and these are described elsewhere.112,113 At the March 2012 meeting, 

Dr Héctor Luciardi of the Revista de la Federación Argentina de 

Cardiología was elected group coordinator in place of Manlio Márquez, 
of Archivos de Cardiología de México, who had served the previous 
2-year term. In addition, participants were informed about the 
follow-up to collaboration agreements proposed in 2011, on which 
debate at the meeting was based: linguistic support for the Spanish 
language in RCVIB network publications, adherence to HEART Group 
ethical principles, use of the SCImago Journal Rank as IF, expansion of 

Table 4

List of Prize-Winning Articles Published in Revista Española de Cardiología in 2012

1. Prizes awarded by the Spanish Society of Cardiology for articles published in Revista Española de Cardiología

1st prize (ex aequo)

  Moisés Rodríguez-Mañero et al. Impact of New Criteria for Anticoagulant Treatment in Atrial Fibrillation Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:649-53.
  Carlos Falces et al. Integration Between Cardiology and Primary Care: Impact on Clinical Practice Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:564-71.

2nd prize

   Manuel F. Jiménez-Navarro et al. Coronary Disease Extension Determines Mobilization of Endothelial Progenitor Cells and Cytokines After a First Myocardial Infarction With 
ST Elevation Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:1123-9.

2. Prizes awarded by the Spanish Society of Cardiology for articles published in Revista Española de Cardiología with greatest international impact

Long-term impact

1st prize

  Alfonso Medina et al. A New Classification of Coronary Bifurcation Lesions Rev Esp Cardiol. 2006;59:183-4.

2nd prize

  Magda Heras et al. Reduction in Acute Myocardial Infarction Mortality Over a Five-Year Period Rev Esp Cardiol. 2006;59:200-8.

Medium-term impact

1st prize

  Íñigo Lozano et al. Comparison of Drug-Eluting and Bare Metal Stents in Saphenous Vein Grafts. Immediate and Long-Term Results Rev Esp Cardiol. 2009;62:39-47.

2nd prize (ex aequo)

  Vicente Bertomeu et al. Control of Risk Factors in and Treatment of Patients With Coronary Heart Disease: The TRECE Study Rev Esp Cardiol. 2009;62:807-11.
  Òscar Miró et al. Short-Term Prognostic Factors in Elderly Patients Seen in Emergency Departments for Acute Heart Failure Rev Esp Cardiol. 2009;62:757-64.
   Nieves Gonzalo et al. Quantitative Ex Vivo and In Vivo Comparison of Lumen Dimensions Measured by Optical Coherence Tomography and Intravascular Ultrasound in 

Human Coronary Arteries Rev Esp Cardiol. 2009;62:615-24.

3. Prize awarded by the Clinical and Outpatient Cardiology Section (awarded to 2 articles)

   María Grau et al. Cardiovascular Risk Factors in Spain in the First Decade of the 21st Century: a Pooled Analysis With Individual Data From 11 Population-Based Studies, 
DARIOS Study Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:295-304.

  Carlos Falces et al. Integration Between Cardiology and Primary Care: Impact on Clinical Practice Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:564-71.

4. Prize awarded by the Geriatric Cardiology Section

   Iñaki Villanueva-Benito et al. Prognostic Impact of Interventional Approach in Non-ST Segment Elevation Acute Coronary Syndrome in Very Elderly Patients Rev Esp Cardiol. 
2011;64:853-61.

5. Prize awarded by the Pediatric and Congenital Cardiopathy Section

   Iván J. Núñez-Gil et al. Determination of Normalized Values of the Tricuspid Annular Plane Systolic Excursion (TAPSE) in 405 Spanish Children and Adolescents Rev Esp 
Cardiol. 2011;64:674-80.

6. Prize awarded by the Ischemic Heart Disease and Coronary Units Section

   Fernando Arós et al. Reduction in 28 Days and 6 Months of Acute Myocardial Infarction Mortality From 1995 to 2005. Data From PRIAMHO I, II and MASCARA Registries Rev 
Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:972-80.

7. Prize awarded by the Electrophysiology and Arrhythmia Section

   Damián Azocar et al. Syncope and Bundle Branch Block. Diagnostic Yield of a Stepped Use of Electrophysiology Study and Implantable Loop Recorders Rev Esp Cardiol. 
2011;64:213-9.

8. Prize awarded by the Cardiac Stimulation Section

  Ángel Moya i Mitjans et al. Diagnosis, management, and outcomes of patients with syncope and bundle branch block. Eur Heart J. 2011;32:1535-41.

9. Prizes awarded by the Arterial Hypertension Section

  Jesús M. de la Hera et al. Performance of Glycated Hemoglobin and a Risk Model for Detection of Unknown Diabetes in Coronary Patients Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:759-65.
  Alberto Cordero et al. Burden of systemic hypertension in patients admitted to cardiology hospitalization units. Am J Cardiol. 2011;108:1570-5.

10. GE Healthcare prize awarded for the best article on echocardiography

   Teresa González-Alujas et al. Diagnosis and Quantification of Patent Foramen Ovale. Which Is the Reference Technique? Simultaneous Study With Transcranial Doppler, 
Transthoracic and Transesophageal Echocardiography Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:133-9.

11. Izasa prizes awarded for articles on interventional cardiology

1st prize

   Rosa Ana Hernández-Antolín et al. Findings of a Mixed Transfemoral Aortic Valve Implantation Program Using Edwards and CoreValve Devices Rev Esp Cardiol. 
2011;64:35-42.

2nd prize (ex aequo)

   Alejandro Diego et al. Instent Restenosis Related to Vessel Injury Score Degree. Are Current Experimental Models Valid for Drug-Eluting Stents Analysis? Rev Esp Cardiol. 
2011;64:745-51.

   Alfonso Medina et al. Ultrasound Study of the Prevalence of Plaque at the Carina in Lesions That Affect the Coronary Bifurcation: Implications for Treatment With 
Provisional Stent Rev Esp Cardiol. 2011;64:43-50.
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reviewer lists, a second location for network meetings, collaboration 
within RCVIB, and relations with the European Cardiology Society.

FUTURE PROJECTS

We are pleased that the SEC Executive Committee has seen fit to 
entrust us with a further 3-year term as editors and commit ourselves 
to continue to improve, as far as possible, the already high quality of 
REC and to battle on in these editorially complicated times due to the 
economic situation, the launch of huge numbers of new journals that 
compete for manuscripts and economic resources, and new models of 
publication, like the Open Access model in which authors pay to have 
their work published. Many national research institutions giving 
substantial grants to research already demand that access to grant-
financed results should be free and commit authors to publishing in 
Open Access journals.

Let us now detail our ideas:

• Website changes will facilitate access to REC’s educational 
resources. Briefly, the innovations we intend to introduce involve the 
following: a) videos of “Editor’s pick” articles will be developed; b) 
“Update” will be more visible and the series from the last 3 years will 
be available; c) articles will be reorganized and grouped in an “Index 
by sections,” so readers can consult them by topic, like the clinical 
practice guidelines; d) an “Image of the month” will be published and 
readers will have access to an appropriately classified REC image 
bank; e) the editor’s blog will continue, and f) the search engine will 
give access to SEC national congress presentations.

• A new Twitter account will put us in direct contact with readers 
and, at the same time, follow other cardiovascular journals using this 
social network.

• Launch the iPad and smartphone application.
• Cut mean acceptance-to-AOP publication time. The current mean 

is 67 working days and we are in contact with the Publishers to try to 
cut this. However, simultaneous publication of each article in Spanish 
and English is a complex process with little room for maneuver.

• Invitation to Spanish editorial writers. Previously, we decided to 
invite overseas cardiologists to write most of the editorials as a means 
of internationalizing REC and increasing the journal’s visibility around 
the world. This has been very fruitful, and a high percentage of our 
invitations have been accepted. However, over the next 3 years we are 
going to give priority to Spanish experts in the different fields of 
cardiology to write editorials for relevant articles while simultaneously 
maintaining contact with colleagues in other countries.

• Closer collaboration with some Ibero-American journals indexed 
by PubMed, seeking issues of mutual editorial benefit.
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